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City of McAlester Receives TSET Grant for Health-Promoting 

Projects in Oklahoma 

New City of McAlester grant will target active living and built environment. 

 

[McAlester, Okla.] (May 26, 2022) – The City of McAlester will soon begin sidewalks along Strong 

Boulevard after receiving $280,822 from the Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust (TSET) as part of an 

initiative to promote physical activity and healthier lifestyles, strengthen health polices and improve 

infrastructure. 

The City of McAlester will build 1.25 miles of sidewalks along Strong Boulevard to connect pedestrians 

from neighborhoods to local healthcare, education, and recreational facilities. The project will take place 

over two years.  

“Our staff have long observed worn paths along Strong Boulevard where many residents are already 

walking,” said City Manager Pete Stasiak. “It’s great to have partners to build safe and reliable 

sidewalks.”  

The award falls under a two-part funding opportunity offered by TSET – called Innovations in Active 

Living and Healthy Eating Grants and Policy and Built Environment Grants – that support immediate, 

impactful programs to improve the health of Oklahomans. The TSET Board of Directors on May 5 

approved the awarding of nine grants between the two funding opportunities that totaled $2.8 million. 

“The projects and improvements are exciting, innovative and bring together local partners to tackle the 

complex issue of improving health behaviors in communities across the state,” said Julie Bisbee, TSET 

executive director. “These projects demonstrate thoughtful, long-term visions about how to equip 

communities with resources to help all Oklahomans make healthy choices.” 

# # # 

 

The Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust (TSET) serves as a partner and bridge builder for 

organizations working toward shaping a healthier future for all Oklahomans. TSET provides leadership at 

the intersections of health by working across the state, by cultivating innovative and life-changing 

research, and by working across public and private sectors to develop, support, implement and evaluate 

creative strategies to take advantage of emerging opportunities to improve the public's health. To learn 

more, visit Oklahoma.gov/TSET. 

https://oklahoma.gov/tset.html

